2726

STATUTES AT LARGE

[Ruias

2.6 Hibernation (Oysters)-Under written permission from and under
strict control by the State regulatory authority subject to the following
restrictions oysters may be taken for market purposes from moderately
polluted areas during the period that the oyster is in hibernation.
The taking of oysters will be permitted only during the period when the
temperature of the water remains consistently at or below 410 F. and per-
2.7 Re-laying
mission will not be given by the State regulatory authority until it has
determined that the coliform content of the oysters does not exceed 20
per 100 ml. expressed as M.P.N.
Public Health Reason: It is recognized that the oyster enters a state of
hibernatibn during periods when the temperature of the water overlying
the growing area is 410 F. or less and that while in that state is relatively
free of bacteria of the coliform group.
Satisfactory Compliance: This item shall be deemed to have been satis-
fied if:
(1) Written permission to take oysters from a specified area is issued
by the State regulatory authority.
(2) The taking of oysters from the area be limited to the period when
the overlying water remains consistently at or below 41' F.
(3) No oysters are taken for market purposes until bacteriological ex-
amination shows a coliform content of 20 or less per 100 ml. expressed as
M.P.N.
(4) The State regulatory authority maintains a strict control over the
operations.
2.7 Re-laying-Slellfish may be re-laid from one approved growing area
to another approved area at any time. Shellfish may be re-laid from a
polluted area to an approved area only under such restrictions as will not
permit polluted shellfish to reach the consumer.
Public Health Reason: Shellfish from approved growing areas should
not jeopardize the public health if they find their way to the market dur-
ing the re-laying process. On the other hand, those from polluted areas
may cause illness and death if they are sold after removal from the polluted
grounds and before having been re-laid in approved areas for self-cleans-
ing purposes. They must be held in approved areas for a sufficient length
of time at a water temperature above 50* F. to accomplish self-cleansing.
Below this temperature self-cleansing proceeds too slowly to make it effec-
tive. To eliminate the health hazard involved in re-laying, it is necessary
to regulate the movement of shellfish from polluted to clean areas by
means of suitable restrictions.
Satisfactory Compliance: This item shall be deemed to have been satis-
fied if:
(1) Written permission is given by the State agency having jurisdiction
to the person desiring to take sh'llfish from a polluted area, and if notifica-
tion of such permission is given to all other interested State agencies.
2.8 Policing of Closed Areas
(2) Such permission is given only to responsible persons, said responsi-
*bility having been determined by the past record of the permit receiver.


